
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

Attorney Joseph McNeil 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:01 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young and Attorney Joseph McNeil attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:01 p.m. 

Out: 6:57 p.m. 

Attorney Joseph McNeil joined at 6:05 p.m. 
No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 6:57 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols, Gary Marckres 

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

20 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

Patty Tashiro said she has heard from students that Mr. Barner has been on campus at the high 

school in the tech lab working with students and helping a teacher. David Young said he was 

not aware that Mr. Barner has been on campus. He will speak with Patrick Burke and respond 

to Patty’s email. 
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Amendments to the Agenda 

David Young amended the agenda to include under superintendent’s report item “e” an update 

by Curtiss Reed on the hiring of the Executive Director of Equity. He also added the Manazir 

Award approval as item #13. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• Congratulations to the girls’ field hockey and soccer teams for making it to the state 

finals. The boys’ soccer team will play their semi final game this weekend. 

• Sawyer Bond competed in the New England golf championship in Connecticut this past 

weekend. 

• The scholars bowl team contributed to Vermont’s win in the Annual Vermont vs New 

Hampshire tournament. 

• The SBHS fall musical will run November 18-20.  

• Winter sports registration is open for the high school and middle school.  

• SBHS will hold a canned food drive for the month of November to support the SB food 

shelf. 

 

Junior Student Representative 

• Hiba Ali will get in touch with Patrick Burke about the junior student representative. 

• At the next meeting there will be a discussion about student voice and the school board 

representatives. Bridget Burkhardt suggested that Hiba Ali watch the webinar on the 

VSBA website about deepening student voice and ways the school board could improve 

the student representative experience. 

 

Update from Curtiss Reed on Hiring of Executive Director of Equity 

Violet Nichols introduced Curtiss Reed, Jr. from the Vermont Partnership for Fairness and 

Diversity. He has been retained to help the district hire an Executive Director of Equity. Curtiss 

gave an overview of his work to date. He is gathering data from the district to assist with the 

hiring process. Board members and community members asked several questions. Violet 

Nichols thanked Curtiss Reed, Jr. for his presentation. 

 

Direct Inspection Report – Racial Incident at South Burlington High School 

Attorney Joseph McNeil gave an overview of the Third-Party Investigator Susan Leonard’s 

background. He provided an overview of her scope of work, review of methodology, findings 

and recommendations. The report is attached to these minutes and available on the school 

district website for review. Members of the board and community asked clarifying questions.  

 

David Young provided responses on questions he has been asked about the incident over the 

last few months. Board members and community members asked David Young several 

questions about the incident. 

 

Board members would like to understand what else the administration should do to inform the 

students that there was discipline imposed and understand the process of the investigation. 

David Young said he will review the report with the administrative team and discuss ways to 

have a conversation with the students and staff at the high school about the investigation. 
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Bridget Burkhardt asked if there has been a meeting with the student (and the student’s family) 

that made the initial observation to make an official apology and do our restorative work? David 

Young said because there was a third-party investigation in progress, the administration has not 

done this yet. He was hopeful that the third-party investigation would not have taken so long. 

Now that the report is complete, the administration can address these concerns and reverse the 

particular consequences rendered on this student. David Young said the student did not do 

anything wrong and he certainly owes the student and the family an apology.    

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Transition to 577 Dorset Street 

David Young said the move is complete. David Young encouraged the board and community 

members to stop by the new offices.  

 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young said the district is close to implementing the Test-to-Stay program. A letter will be 

sent home to parents tomorrow explaining the program and asking parents/guardians to 

complete the consent form process. The district has several cases at the elementary schools. 

 

The vaccine consent opened up today for 5-12-year-old students. Parents were able to go on 

the state website and sign children up for vaccines.  

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said there have been no updates from Governor Scott or Secretary French on a 

vaccine mandate.  

 

Impact Fee 

David Young said the district is working with Jonathan Slason from RSG. A committee will be 

set up which will include a board member, city planning office, city council member, Gary 

Marckres, RSG, and others to work on the data needed to move forward. 

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment Situation 

David Young discussed the increased enrollment issues at the elementary schools and the 

need for the district to take action because of overcrowding particularly at Orchard School (441) 

and Rick Marcotte Central School (415). He said the district needs to take a look at what next 

steps might include. Next steps could include putting mobile classrooms (trailers) at the 

elementary schools, additions to the buildings, redistricting, or we could simply just endure the 

increased class sizes with some creative thinking. He added that no action will be 

recommended until the 2022-2023 school year.  

 

David Young said he would like to have board members and community members interested in 

this information on a committee. An invite will be sent tomorrow to individuals interested in 

serving on the enrollment committee. The first meeting will be held on November 16 from 6-7 

p.m. David said the meetings will run between November 16 and January 2022. Bridget 

Burkhardt and Brian Minier expressed interest in serving on the committee. 
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Board members asked several questions. Alex McHenry asked what it would look like if we 

moved the fifth grade to Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School. David Young said he would like the 

committee to look at all of the possible options discussed previously. 

 

City/School Update 

David Young said the school board and the city council held a Steering Committee meeting on 

October 27 at City Hall Auditorium.  

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

David Young said he had about 55 people on his October 25 Zoom meeting where they 

discussed mental health with our school district clinicians from the Howard Center, enrollment, 

and an update on Covid-19.  

 

Vermont School Boards Association Resolutions 

The board discussed the proposed resolutions, specifically, the weighting resolution proposed 

by several area districts. Bridget Burkhardt said she would be inclined to vote no on the 

weighting resolution but asked how board members feel about this. Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, 

Laura Rowntree, and Dr. Childs agreed that the district should vote no on the weighting 

resolution. 

 

A discussion on a legislative letter will be added to the November 17 agenda. 

 

Title I Policy Review 

David Young and Violet Nichols shared the revised Title I Policy. He said the policy was revised 

to follow the new policy template provided by the Agency of Education. 

 

Brian Minier moved and Dr. Childs seconded the motion to approve the Title I, Part A Parent 

and Family Engagement Policy as presented. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

Budget 

David Young shared that administrators are working on their individual school budgets as well 

as a process to inform the overall district budget. They are discussing continued needs in 

schools and designing a model, moving forward they will be looking at a more proactive and 

planned process looking specifically and social emotional learning. Administrators are looking at 

enrollments and class sizes based on enrollment numbers and class size data shared earlier 

this evening. The district has not received the State factors that inform the budget work. He said 

there may be an Article that goes to the voters for approval asking to carryover funds due to the 

additional Covid funding. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt said it is difficult to provide budget guidance when the board has not seen 

budget numbers yet. She said she would prefer to see a tax rate decrease this year given 

reappraisal. If we need a tax rate increase, Bridget Burkhart and Brian Minier would like to stay 

below a 3% increase.  
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Budget Timeline and Communication Plan 

Bridget Burkhardt discussed the district doing another round of videos about the budget as a 

way to reach more community members so they understand how all of the different local and 

State variables play into building the school district budget. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Position – Discussion of next steps 

Alex McHenry provided an update. Laura Rowntree and Dr. Childs agreed to work on the SRO 

subcommittee with Alex McHenry. He asked that community members who are interested in 

participating on the committee send an email to the school board. Committee members would 

need to commit to all meetings. Alex McHenry will reach out to Corey Burdick about the 

opportunities to communicate about the SRO subcommittee. Bridget encouraged Alex to reach 

out to Patrick Burke and David Hyatt.  

 

Policy Review 

Bridget Burkhardt said she provided comments about the Equity Policy to board members this 

afternoon. Brian Minier discussed the policy and said he would like to have community feedback 

on the policy. The revised policy will be brought back to the November 17 school board meeting 

for discussion. 

 

The board discussed the Prevention of Harassment, Hazing, and Bullying of Students policy 

and the SBHS Anti-Slur Policy. 

 

Ted Manazir School Board Award 

The board discussed the Ted Manazir School Board Award. Alex McHenry moved and Brian 

Minier seconded the motion to approve awarding the award to the School District Nurses. A roll 

call vote was held. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Board Training 

This will be discussed at the next board meetings. 

 

Agenda Planning - Set agenda for November 17, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the November 17 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of October 20 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Approval of AP Orders #17 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Order #17. 
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Leave of Absence 

▪ Kristin Romick, 1.0 FTE FHTMS Special Education Building Coordinator at FHTMS for 

remainder of 2021-22 school year 

Hires/Approval of teacher/administrator contracts 

▪ Ryan Estes, 1.0 FTE Computer Science/Robotics Technology Teacher at SBHS to fill an 

open position. 

▪ Kristin Romick, 1.0 FTE Interim Director of Student Support Services, District beginning 

January 1, 2022-June 30, 2022. 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus. 

Adjournment 
Alex McHenry made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Childs seconded the motion. A roll call vote 

was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 11:22 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


